Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 8th July 2024
at 7.00 p.m. in the Trinity Methodist Church
Present: Cllr. M. Cherrett (Chairman)
    Cllrs. N. Hill, Mrs. K. Iveson, Mrs. J. Sadler, and J. Taylor
    Apologies were received from Cllrs. Miss M. Galloway and Mrs. Y. Swales.
641 Interests
	No interests were declared.
642 Minutes  The Minutes of the last regular Meeting, held on Monday, 10th June 2024, copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read, confirmed, and signed as a true record with a minor addition.
643 Matters Arising
a. Moss on paths
Cllr. Taylor promised that the moss would be cleared this week and asked that this be checked.
b. Preston Park Upgrade
The Chairman and Cllr. Taylor reported that they had attended the meeting although little had been gained, and the promised plans had not been presented. The Clerk was asked to write to the management in strong terms at the continuing lack of openness in the developments.
c. Cemetery Seats
Cllr. Taylor promised to provide the Clerk with the contact details for people who could be willing to carryout the work.
d. Stockton and Darlington Railway Bicentenary
Cllr. Taylor reported that a trust was being set up to administer the workings of the celebrations.  The Chairman agreed to act as the Council’s Trustee. Cllr. Hill agreed to sit on the steering committee with the Trustees and three or four other members.
Cllr. Taylor stated that he saw the work in three stages: -
i. Cleaning of War Memorial
While prices were being sought Members agreed that the Council could bear 25-30% of the costs.
ii. Fencing of Memorial
Cllr. Taylor had a contact who would provide a price and details. Some materials would be provided free of charge.
iii. Rail bed and seating with integral lights
Stockton & Darlington Railway had money for this stage so that there should be no burden on the Council.  Firms were donating expertise and materials as well.
e. Police Visit
Cllr. Taylor indicated that the Police were still interested in meeting the Council and that he hoped to arrange a meeting shortly – perhaps in concert with adjoining parishes.
f. Parking near shops
The Clerk reported that he had received no response.
g. Bus Shelter
Cllr Taylor reported that the bus shelter and seat had been repaired although the Clerk had not been so advised by Stockton BC. 
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h. Allotments
The Clerk reported that he had received no response from Stockton BC.
i. Station Works
The Clerk presented a letter from Stockton BC stating that the works had violated no tree preservation orders and that no conditions had been imposed over noise of hours of working. Cllr. Taylor took the letter to contact the complainants,
j. Footpath Safety
The Clerk reported that he had received no response as yet.
644 Accounts
a. The following accounts were approved, and payment authorised: -
	BACS
	P. R. Joiner
	Clerk’s salary & expenses (June)
	£ 153.72

	BACS
	HM Revenue & Customs
	Clerk’s PAYE
	£ 100.20

	D/D
	Stockton Borough Council
	Cemetery waste bin
	£ 31.88



645 Executive Decisions
a. Cemetery
The Clerk reported that he had agreed to allow a burial of a resident whose late husband was buried here. It was agreed that the groundsman’s price of £700 should be accepted for moss clearance and removing overhanging tree growth from the necessary access.
646 Correspondence
a. Correspondence received was noted as listed.
b. South Cleveland Heart Fund Appeal
It agreed that the policy of not donating to appeals should be maintained.
c. Preston Lane Planning Application
Members agreed to look individually at the plan before the due date.
d. Preston Park Plan
Members noted the passing of the plan and agreed that mention should be made in the Clerk’s correspondence [cf 643(b) above]
647  Any Other Business
a. Newsletter
Cllr Mrs. Sadler raised a query about the presentation of the Newsletter. The Chairman agreed to pass on the first draft of the Autumn edition to her.
b. Drug Dealing in Preston Park
The Clerk was asked to pass on the photograph of the evidence to the park management team as they appeared unaware of the problem.
c. Footpath problems
The Clerk was asked to report to Stockton BC a number of potholes recently exposed alongside the footpath from Preston Park North Lodge towards Preston Lane.
Dated this 9th day of September 2024
……………………………………………….
Chairman

